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A resilient ethos for Creekside Commons: connecting community through
ecosystems, immersion, & exploration to create a Commons for the 21st century.

Creekside Commons is a place where the threads of memories intertwine and weave together a story that is to Nature and spaces that promote recreational, meditative, and celebratory experiences on a daily
both ancient and current, one that is set in the present, acknowledges the past and hints of the future. Where basis — just what the doctor ordered!

the systems of water, community, and creativity flow freely, each adding to the tapestry of the experience. It ¢ A Commons that is based on equity and inclusion creates a more livable world for all.

is a place for picnics, lunchtime talks, selling cookies, bands, debates, movies, wonder, quiet walks, tokens of ®

Retractable floodwalls and sculptural site grading that mimic the flow of water and its properties allows
devotion, and children’s joyful squeals. It is San Anselmo’s Heart, its Hub, its Commons.

the park to flood while also protecting Downtown San Anselmo.

Creekside Commons illuminates the way forward to shifting from a mechanistic to a systemic

view of life. It is a view that focuses on creating balance in the world. The Commons is a place for 3. CREATING A RESILIENT COMMUNITY THROUGH EVERYDAY OPPORTUNITIES

Community, a connector of all things. Sharing becomes the energy flow that drives community TO TAKE PART IN TRANSFORMATIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCES.
connectedness. It is a place where the individual ego becomes the community ECO of the shared

Commons through a transformative learning experiences, cultivating a different way of seeing.

From an Eco-revelatory perspective, Creekside Commons is ever changing, and the invisible ecological
Threads of ecology and layers of discovery come together in the Commons, the weaver of life.

forces are made visible to increase comprehension and encourage a larger world view.

Immersive experiences are provided through multiple access points to the creek, a grand terrace,
I. TRANSFORMING THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF SAN ANSELMO CREEKINTO ATHRIVING small stairways, and an elevated creek walk in the tree tops to gain a “birds eye” view of the water

COMMUNITY ASSET PARALLELING THE PERFORMANCE AND PROPERTIES OF THE below and its changing ebbs and flows.

WATER CYCLE. * The Systems Thinking approach of the Design is where all decisions and spaces are interdependent to

each other and the park is an interconnected whole that is more than the sum of its parts.
The design ethos is the weaving of opportunities for memorable and transformative experiences

throughout the entire park and not in creating a collection of items. It is focused on the shared : IMAGINATION
Opening the park visually and physically allowing more flow from the community and various user collective of the San Anselmo community to share in its economy, ecology and culture building strong

groups. relationships that last over time. ReT°
Activating the urban edges of the park with more opportunity for adaptive programming.

Revegetation of the park patterned on complete stream ecological health, from the source to the Bay.

* Creating space for the seasonal ebb and flow of the creek while reintroducing the cycles of water in a o it ssnsisneee Y
more observable way through natural phenomena. v e

Recreating and observing the conditions for successful steelhead runs, shade, passage, refuge and

nourishment.

The Energy of the Commons is the shared collective spirit, however, the green infrastructure framework

is one based on climate adaptation, carbon drawdown through soil sequestration, solar energy, and the

UN’s Global Sustainable Development Goals, life below water and life on land for the creek watershed.

* Creating a public Commons that spans both sides of the creek and can be adaptive to the needs,
desires and health of the community.

The Elevated Creek Walk provides a bird’s eye view
" g of San Anselmo Creek and its associated ecological

systems through an accessible path system that
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2. PRESERVE AND ENHANCE OPEN SPACE WHILE INTEGRATING FLOOD PREVENTION
AND BUFFERING AGAINST SEA LEVEL RISE IN A FLUID MANNER THUS CREATING

SCALE: 1" = 30'- 0" / k \\\\
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//// o e meanders through the trees with occasional steps

STRONGER CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PEOPLE WITH NATURE. . :

CE— /////// to the Lower Path below. This contemplative walk

* The Outdoor Rooms together create a Commons where the San Anselmo community and visitors can 0 15" 60" ///// oA is contrasted b)’ the Am phltheater Creek Stair.
gather, relax, play and celebrate together. //

* A prescription for Nature equals a healthier + happier Community that is nourished through access
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SIR FRANCIS HUB PLAZA & FOG
DRAKE BLVD CATCHER UPPER TERRACE

ANNUAL WATER LEVEL

WARNING WATER LEVEL- 8.1 FT
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FOOD KIOSK DISCOVERY PLAY LOWER TERRACE SCULPTURAL

PAVILION
AMPHITHEATER & LAWN BOWL & BANDSHELL

CRITICAL WATER LEVEL- 11.1 FT

FLOOD WATER LEVEL- 13 FT

FLOOD WALL

RETRACTABLE FLOOD WALL

AMPHITHEATER

CREEK STAIR THE FLOODPLAIN Theareaaround the creek will become the new emergency floodplain. The

amphitheater will be resilient and able to accept flood waters for a short
SAN ANSELMO CREEK time and then be usable as water levels recede. Flood walls and Retractable

Flood walls will protect San Anselmo Ave.
CROSS SECTION THROUGH THE COMMONS



e-thos

noun; the characteristic spirit of a culture, era,
or community as manifested in its beliefs and
aspirations.
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OPE N S PAC ES FOR ALL The resilient Lawn Bowl is gently sculpted to accept emerging floodwater inundation for a short time and then be useable once the flood waters recede. The Sculptural Bandshell Pavilion is
woven from metal tubes recalling the creek’s flowing surface. Misters activate the stage on hot summer days for cooling play. The fog catcher at the Hub Plaza symbolically completes the
water cycle by collecting condensation for irrigation use.

: “Water is the driving force in nature.”

Leonardo da Vinci
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CROSS SECTION THROUGH PROMENADE AND CREEK
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ELEVATED
CREEK WALK
SAN ANSELMO CREEK
SUMMER NIGHTS ALONG SAN ANSELMO AVE TheOverlookPiazzaon San Anselmo Avenueis the downtown entrance
to Creekside Commons. The area provides an initial glimpse down to
TRANSPIRATION CONDENSATION PRECIPITATION RUNOFF EVAPORATION the creek and offers views across the park. llluminated Water Marker
Sculptures provide interactive information and nightly color displays
THE WATER CYCLE Water (H20) is the most abundant molecule on Earth. The water cycle, also called hydrologic cycle, involves the continuous circulation that interface with data provided by the Ross Valley Fire Department
of water in the Earth-atmosphere system. Of the many processes involved in the water cycle, the most important are evaporation, Creek Level monitoring system.

transpiration, condensation, precipitation, and runoff. Although the total amount of water within the cycle remains essentially constant,
its distribution among the various processes is continually changing.



